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a. The Bulgarian Army Ground Forces were composed of 4 armies (2 located in
the northern and 2 in the southern region) until sometime between ihe end
of 1948 and the beginning of 1949 (exact date unknown).

Y. At that tice the over-all structure of the arusd forces was reorganized
and reformed into 3 arvies, with beadjuarters in Sofia, Flovdir, and Stalin
raspoctively.

6. ¥he armies, each with an Parmy® department; war section; and logistical
braach attached to army headquarters, arve composed of the following units:

{1) Tiret Arsy - Headquarterz at Sofia:
{a) %he 1 Stratesin Infantry Division stationed st Sofia;
{b) %The 3 Bé.ix;nka Infuntry Division stationed at Vratea;
{e) The 7 Rila Infantry Division stationed at Dupnitsa.
{2) Becond Army - Headquartere at Plovdiv:
(a) The 2 Infantry Pivision stationed at Plovdiv;
(%) %he 8 Tundzha Infantry Division stationed at Stara Zagora;
{¢) The 9 Balkanska Infartry Division stationed &t Sliven;
{4) The 10 Rodopska Infaniry Division statiomed at Kurdzhali.
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(3) Third Arwy - Headquarters at Stalin (Varna)t

{a) The 4 Infantry Division stationed 2% Pleven;

(b) The 5 Dunaveka Infantry Division stationed at Ruge;

{c) The é Preslavska Infantry Division stationed at Shumen; and
(4) The 11 Dobruchanska Infantry Divieion stationed at Stalin,

(4#) Cavalry Brigade - Headquarters at Tolbukhin (Debrich):
(a) The 4 Cavalry Begiment stationed at Yambol;
{(b) The 6 Cavelry Regimen: stationed at Harmanli;

(c) The 8 Cavalry Regiment stationed at Silistra; and
{&) 'The 10 Cavelry Regiment stationed at Shumen,

2, Army Personnel:

a. Y G , £ in € of the Bulgarian Arzy sinecs some-~
- time during 1950,

50X1-HUM

b. Major Geperal Metodl Eristov, shief of the Political Praining Section
under the !inietry of Defense, | 50X1-HUM

¢. Goneral (fnu) Grekov, Commanding Officer of the Second Army, ‘

Trogii, former Oommending Officer of the

50X1-HUM
.‘.

e. Gepera) (fuu) Panchevski, Minister of Defense.

£, Commarding Officer of the Cavalry Bricade.
50X1-HUM

- ykoy, General Staff officer, tank specialist

3. Ayr ¥ . 50X1-HUM

a, The Bulgarian Air Porce, composed of Bomber, Fighter, and Reconnaissance
units, has its headquarters at Sefia:

{1) %he Bomber units, uesing Dornier and Stuka type boubers are located
at the following fields:

(a) Bozhurishte (Sofia);
(v) Skobelevo (Plovdiv);
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(e) Markovo (Plovdiv) largest airfield in Bulgaria, with
runways 2 kilemeters long and used for largest type bombers

{d) Stara Zagora:

{e) Yambol;

(f) Gorna Oryakhovitssj

{g) Telish, with night landing equipment (for blind landings); and
(r) Tolbukhin, with night landing equipment (for blind landings).

(2) The Fighter units, using Messershmidt, Devotin, Yak, Ilyushin,
and jet-plane (recent designations unknown) fighters are located
at the following fields:

(a) Vrazhdebna (Sofia);
(v) Bozrurishte (Sofia); and
- (e) EKarlove.

(37 The Heconnaissance urnits, using various types of Bulgarian 50X1-HUM
mamifactured alrcraft (designations unkmown) are located at the
——— tfellowing flelds:

( (a) Bozhurishte (Sofia):
' (b) Plovdiv;
i {e) Stara Zagora;

(4) Yambol;

(e) Lovech;

ir) Eazanlik; and

€) Tolbukhin,

{4) Thege units also make ume of the following temporary airfields:

(a) Virba (Radomir district);

(b) Orlak (Radomir district);

(c) Kukorevo (Yambol district);

(4d) Stalin;

(s) Burgas; and

(£f) Pelikraishte (Ternevo district).

(5) There are two Naval air bases: one at Balchik and the other at
Btalin, (Type and nuuber of planes unknown),

Y. The Air Force is broken down into the following units:
(1) 4&ir Begiment (coiposed of 2 to 3 groups);
(2) Alr Group (composed of 3 to 4 Coupanies);
(3) Adr Company (composed of 3 to 4 ¥ings); and
(4) Air Wing (composed of 3 to 4 aircraft). 50X1-HUM

€s 4 Parachute Battalion composed of & companies is stationed at Telish.
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5. Soviet Activity: 50X1-HUM

There are Soviet officers, wearing muftl, throughout Bulgaria, but they are
difficult to observe.

b

Ce

4.

It appears that Sofia is being prepared to be used as a military headquarters.

For this reason, underground signal inatallations and underground shelters,
located near the Minietry of Defanss wers built and prepared for Soviet forces
sonetime during May 1950. 50X1-HUM

Soviet arms and equipment are currently being transhipped from Rumsnis to
Pulgaria via the Tolbukhin, Novgradeta, Easpichan, and Shumen rall artery,

The Bulgarian army is currently usiang the following Soviet arms and equipment:

(1) Infantry rifle and bayonat {type and caliber unkmown);

(2) Heavy machine gun - wovable, on wheel carriage and slud carriage
{type and caliber unknown)}

(3) Automatic pistol (type and caliber unkmown):

{4) Eatyushka;

{5) Several types of field pieces (type and ecaliber unknown);

(6) T-34 tank;

(7) Alreraft: Yak iype and various jet planes (mumber and types unknown).
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